ANALYZING POINT OF VIEW/BIAS IN THE AP DBQ

WHAT IS MEANT BY ANALYZING POINT OF VIEW/BIAS IN HISTORICAL SOURCES?

Simply put, your task is to act as an historian sifting through sources. Part of this job involves you reviewing the source of the document and understanding why the sources said or wrote what is in the document. In other words, you are analyzing what it is about the source that made them say or write what is in the document. In the end, you are measuring the credibility, legitimacy, reliability and pertinence of the source.




WHY YOU NEED TO KNOW IT:





It is part of the rubric for doing the AP










World DBQ. It is worth 1 point out of

the 7 basic core points one can earn.

Also, without it, one is not qualified to

receive the bonus points.

HOW MANY SOURCES MUST


YOU USE IN YOUR DBQ ESSAY


THAT SHOW AN ANALYSIS OF


POINT OF VIEW/BIAS?


You must analyze point of view/bias


in at least 2 documents (most or all for bonus point).
































PHRASES/SENTENCES TO USE WHEN PRESENTING:


- One should approach this document with caution because the source.


- The point of viewed expressed in this document is of interest because.


- The source of this document possesses a unique point of view because.


- One should take into account the point of view of the source because.





WHERE TO FIND POINT OF VIEW/BIAS IN THE


DOCUMENTS:


One will find point of view/bias in the documents by looking at


the source of the document. Look for sources that, by their


nature, may be of interest (i.e.: what it is about that person.)


Remember, what is in the document (look for exaggeration) will


verify whether the source’s point of view is of interest.





PRESENTING POINT OF VIEW/BIAS IN YOUR ESSAY:


After citing the document using parenthetical citation, give in the next few sentences your analysis of point of view/bias.





EXAMPLES-OF


SOURCES THAT


MAY BE USED FOR


ANALYSIS OF


POINT OF


VIEW/BIAS:


- Religious figures


- Extreme individuals


- The illiterate


- People with an agenda


- The poor


- The rich





"Point of View" (POV): 


1.  the first question is "who produced it?" – gender, age, ethnicity,


	social status, religion, intellectual beliefs, etc. 


2.  the second question is "when was it produced?"  Can it be connected


	with a significant historical event?


3.  the third question is "who was the intended audience?" – written


	privately, written to be read/heard by others (who?), official document


	for a ruler to read, commissioned painting, etc.


4.  the fourth question, as any good detective knows, would be "why?". 


What is the MOTIVATION of the writer/producer of the document,    based on what you can surmise about them?





When you put these together, you get the POV – why THIS person would be producing THIS piece of information at THIS time.  Then you can evaluate how much you "trust" the information in the document, or what you think was really going on. 





*It is useful to consider the tone/vocabulary of the document, just as you


would in analyzing a piece of literature.  It will sometimes convey the


intent, the point of view of the author (anger, disdain, admiration, etc.).








